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Knowledge of Content 
 Advanced 


4 
Proficient 


3 
Basic 


2 
Below Basic 


1 Score Weight 


Variety of Word 
Choice/


Vocabulary 


●Words enhance  
audience  
understanding 
●Uses less commonly 
used/higher level 
vocabulary and 
expressions accurately 
and appropriately 


●Descriptive words 
used effectively 
●Uses a variety of 
vocabulary and  
expressions  
accurately and  
appropriately 


●Some repetition of 
words and         
expressions 
●Vocabulary may be 
used  
inappropriately 


●Words are used 
repeatedly 
●Inadequate or 
inaccurate vocabulary 
requires 
interpretation on the 
part of the listener 
and hinders 
comprehension 
 
 


        


 
 
 
 
 


1 


Support for Main 
Idea/Appropriate 


Examples 


●Clearly articulates  
main idea using 
examples that enhance 
the presentation 
●Information is 
complex, accurate, and 
organized 
●Audience is left with 
a full understanding of 
topic 
 


●Articulates main 
idea using relevant 
examples 
●Information is 
accurate and 
organized 
●Audience 
understands topic 


●An attempt to 
articulate main idea 
with few supportive 
examples 
●Information needs 
to be more accurate 
and organized 
●Audience is left 
with a vague 
understanding of 
topic 


●Main idea is not 
clearly defined and 
examples are not 
appropriate 
●Information is not 
accurate, organized, 
or relevant 
●Audience is left with 
little or no 
understanding of 
topic 
 
 


        


 
 
 
 
 


3 


Respond to    
Questions from 


Panel 


●Able to answer and 
expand on panel 
questions 
●Highly prepared for 
presentation 


●Able to answer 
panel questions 
●Prepared for 
presentation 


●Questions not 
adequately 
answered 
●Needs to be better 
prepared for 
presentation 
 
 


●Unable to answer 
panel questions 
●Not prepared for 
presentation         


 
 
 


1 
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For each category, place the number of points that best represent student performance in the score box.   







Delivery of Content 
 Advanced 


4 
Proficient 


3 
Basic 


2 
Below Basic 


1 Score Weight 


Inflection 
 


Pronunciation 


●Fluctuation in      
inflection captures 
audience interest and 
emphasizes key points  
●All words pronounced 
correctly 


●Satisfactory 
variation of voice 
inflection helps keep 
audience engaged 
●Most words 
pronounced correctly 


●Little or no voice 
inflection makes it 
difficult for audience 
to stay engaged 
●Many words 
pronounced 
incorrectly 
 


●Monotonous tone 
causes audience to 
disengage 
●Most words 
pronounced 
incorrectly 
 


         


 
 
        


.5 


Physical Gestures 
 


Poise 


●Presenter is relaxed 
and self-confident 
●Gestures are natural 
and add to the 
presentation 
●No distraction         
if/when using note 
cards 
●Eye contact with 
entire audience 


●Presenter displays 
little tension 
●Gestures are a bit 
forced or delayed 
●Minimal distraction 
if/when using note 
cards 
●Frequent eye 
contact with the 
audience 
 


●Presenter displays 
some tension and 
nervousness 
●Gestures are forced 
or delayed 
●Relies too much on 
note cards 
●Unsustained eye 
contact with the 
audience 
 


●Presenter is tense 
and nervous 
●Gestures and use of 
note cards are 
inappropriate and/or 
distracting 
●Little or no eye 
contact with audience 


        


 
 
 
 
 


.5 


Transitions and  
Organization 


●Engages audience 
through innovative 
transitions and      
sequential organization 
●Introduction 
commands attention 
●Strong conclusion 
 


●Provides audience 
with effective 
transitions and 
logical organization 
●Recognizable 
introduction and 
conclusion 
 


●Uses awkward 
transitions and 
random organization 
●Unclear 
introduction and/or 
conclusion 
●Sometimes loses 
attention of 
audience 
 


●Uses confusing 
transitions 
●Disruptive flow from 
beginning to end 
●Unrecognizable 
introduction and 
conclusion 
●Does not hold 
attention of audience 
 


        


 
 
 
 


1 


Use of  
Standard 
English 


●Demostrates 
sophisticated 
command of standard 
English 
●No use of slang 


●Uses standard 
English most of the 
time 
●Infrequent use of 
slang 
 
 


●Use of slang 
detracts from 
presentation 


●Use of slang impairs 
overall presentation 


 


 
 
 


1 


Use of Visual Aid 


●Use of visual aid 
enhances presentation 
 


●Use of visual aid 
complements 
presentation 
 
 


●Use of visual aid is 
ineffective 


●Reference to visual 
confuses presentation 
●No visual aid  
 
 


         


 
 


1 


Appearance of    
Visual Aid 


●Content purposefully 
and effectively       
organized into  
categories  
●Captivates interest 
and easy to read 
●Legible graph(s) 
 


●Content  
organized into cate-
gories  
●Easy to read 
●Legible graph(s) 


●Shows an attempt 
to organize content  
●Errors detract from 
readability 
●Illegible graph(s) 


●Little or no  
apparent organization  
●Illegible or no graph 
●No visual aid       


 
 
 


1 


For each category, place the number of points that best represent student performance in the score box.  
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 Created 2006-2007 


8th Grade PACE                                                                Research Source Card and Note Card Rubrics    
  


Criteria Advanced 
(9-10 points) 


Proficient 
(8-7 points) 


Basic 
(6 points) 


Below Basic 
(0-5 points) 


Scoring 


Source Cards 
 
-To be graded after the 1st  
   two days of research 
-May be revised for a  
   higher grade after 5th  
   day of research 
-Teacher will randomly  
   select one card from a 
   print source and one  
   card from a non-print  
   source. 
-Score is based on both  
   cards combined. 


 
 
-No errors in MLA format 


 
 
-1-2 minor errors 
(punctuation, spelling)  
 


and/or 
 
-Patterns of errors in MLA 
format 
 


 
 
-3-4 minor errors 
(punctuation, spelling)  
 


and/or 
 


-Patterns of errors in MLA 
format 
 
-Missing either source card 


 
 
-Major errors  
 


and/or 
 
-Missing data in MLA format 
 
 
-No cards scored as 0. 


 
 
Source: 
 -Print  
     (5 pts.) 
 -Non-print 
     (5 pts.) 
 


Note Cards 
 
-To be graded after the 1st 
  two days of research 
-Students may redo for a  
  higher grade after 5  
  research days. 
-Teacher will randomly  
  select one note card to  
  grade. 
-Should include: 
     -source number or  
        source information 
     -heading that relates 
        to organization  
        structure of paper 
     -one idea/topic 
     -letter noting whether 
        the notes on a card   
        are: 
         p(paraphrase),   
         s(summary) 
        or q(quotation) 
     -page number when  
      available 


 
 
No errors in note card 
format 


 
 
-1 error 


 
 
-2-3 errors 
 


and/or 
 


-Missing data 


 
 
 -4 or more errors 
 


and/or 
 


-Missing data 


 


  





		Criteria

		Advanced

		Proficient

		Basic

		Below Basic

		Scoring



		Source Cards

		Note Cards






Student Name ________________________ School ______ Date ______ 
Expository Writing Rubric            Student ID _____________ 
Created 2006-2007                         8th Grade PACE Performance Assessment of Critical Elements 
 
For each category, place the number of points that best represent student performance in the box. Calculate the total 
points using the weight factor. Add the points for each section and place in highlighted “Total Score” box. 
 Advanced 


(4) 
Proficient 


(3) 
Basic 


(2) 
Below Basic 


(1) 
 


Points 
 
Weight 


 
Total 


Knowledge of Content 
 


Ideas 
-Topic is clear 
-Accurate, relevant 
and in-depth 
supporting details 
based on solid 
research  
-Variety of sources 
enhance and clarify 
topic 
- Writer often interprets 
and analyzes research 
for audience  
-No evidence of 
plagiarism 
-Ideas are expressed 
in 3-5 pages 


-Topic is clear 
-Supporting details are 
accurate, relevant and 
frequently based on 
solid research 
-Appropriate variety of 
sources to support topic 
-Writer sometimes 
interprets and analyzes 
research for audience  
-No evidence of 
plagiarism 
-Ideas are expressed in 
3-5 pages 


-Some evidence of a 
topic 
-Details are sometimes 
based on common 
knowledge or guesses 
rather than solid 
research 
-Sources may not 
support the topic 
- Writer rarely interprets 
and analyzes research 
for audience 
-No evidence of 
plagiarism 
-Ideas are expressed in 
less than 3 pages 
 


-Topic is not clear 
-Poor or no supporting 
details 
-Sources do not 
support topic 
- Writer rarely or never 
interprets and analyzes 
research for audience 
-Evidence of plagiarism 
-Ideas are expressed in 
less than 3 pages 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
X 3 


 


 
Organization 


 


-Purposeful and 
inviting introduction 
and conclusion 
-Effective use of 
transitions 
-Supporting evidence 
is logically organized 
and directly linked to 
main ideas 
-Paragraphing is  
organized and 
logical 


-Introduction and 
conclusion are evident 
-Uses some transitions 
-Supporting evidence is 
organized and linked to 
main ideas 
-Paragraphing is 
organized and logical 


-Introduction and 
conclusion are weak 
-Uses few transitions 
-Supporting evidence 
may be randomly 
ordered with unclear 
links to main ideas 
-Paragraphing may be 
poorly organized or 
illogical 


-Lacks purposeful 
introduction and/or 
conclusion 
-Lacks transitions 
-Supporting evidence is 
missing or randomly 
ordered with little or no 
connection to main 
ideas 
-Little or no 
paragraphing 


  
 
 
 


 
 
 


 
X 2 


 


Knowledge of Content Total Score
 


 
 Advanced 


(4) 
Proficient 


(3) 
Basic 


(2) 
Below Basic 


(1) 
 


Points 
 
Weight 


 
Total 


Delivery of Content 
 


Word Choice 
-Vivid, specific, and 
accurate use of 
vocabulary 
-Well chosen words 
make message clear 
and interesting 
-Avoids unnecessary 
jargon 
-Variety of word choice 
with little or no 
repetition 
 


-Correct use of 
vocabulary 
-Word choice makes 
message clear 
-Limited jargon, but 
explained 
-Limited repetition of 
words 


-Some incorrect use of 
vocabulary 
-Word choice 
sometimes distracts 
from message clarity 
-Some unexplained or 
unconnected jargon 
-Noticeable repetition of 
words 


-Frequent incorrect use 
of vocabulary 
-Word choice distracts 
from message clarity 
-Frequent unexplained 
or unconnected jargon 
-Overly repetitive word 
choices 


  
 


 
 
 
 
 
 


X 1 


 


 
Voice 


-Enthusiasm for topic 
is evident throughout 
-Voice is consistently 
appropriate for 
audience and 
topic  


-Enthusiasm for topic is 
sometimes apparent 
-Voice is usually 
appropriate for 
audience and topic 


-Little interest in topic 
-Sometimes 
inappropriate voice for 
audience and topic 


-Indifferent to topic 
-Consistently 
inappropriate voice for 
subject and audience 


  
 
 


 
X 1 


 


 
Sentence Fluency 


-Sentences are 
consistently complete 
and clear 
-Sentences are 
consistently varied in 
length and structure 
-Sentence structure 
consistently enhances 
reader’s 
comprehension  


-Most sentences are 
complete and clear 
-Most sentences are 
varied in length and 
structure 
-Sentence structure 
often enhances 
reader’s 
comprehension 


-Some sentences are 
complete and clear 
-Some sentences are 
varied in length and 
structure 
-Sentence structure 
sometimes interferes 
with reader’s 
comprehension 


-Sentences are rarely 
complete and clear 
-Sentences are short 
and simple 
-Sentence structure 
interferes with reader’s 
comprehension 


  
 
 
 
 


 
 
 X 1 


 


 
Conventions 


 


-Punctuation and 
capitalization are 
consistently accurate 
-Spelling is 
consistently accurate 
-Grammar is 
consistently 
accurate 


-Minimal punctuation 
and capitalization errors 
-Minimal spelling errors 
-Minimal grammatical 
errors 


-Frequent punctuation 
and capitalization errors 
-Frequent spelling 
errors 
-Frequent grammatical 
errors 


-Little or no 
understanding of 
correct grammar, 
capitalization, spelling, 
and punctuation 


  
 


 
 
 


X 1 


 


 
MLA Format 


-Heading and page      
numbers 
-Follows MLA font, 
spacing and margins  
-Quotations 
-Parenthetical 
citations in body 
-Works Cited page 
 (missing Works Cited 
  page = 0) 


-Demonstrates 
consistent and correct 
use of MLA format 
-All 5 MLA 
components listed are 
present 
 


-Demonstrates mostly 
consistent and correct 
use of MLA format 
-All 5 MLA components 
listed are present 
 


-Demonstrates some 
understanding of MLA 
format 
-Works Cited page is 
included, but 1 other 
MLA component listed 
is missing 


-Demonstrates little or 
no understanding of 
MLA format 
-Works Cited page is 
not included or more 
than 1other MLA 
component listed is 
missing 
 
 
 
 


  
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


X 1 


 


Delivery of Content Total Score
 


 


Total Score of Expository Writing (add both “Total Score” boxes together) 
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